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Dear Readers, 

Welcome to the 7th Edition of the ComCashew News 

Bulletin that is dedicated to the International Cashew 

Processing Equipment and Technology Show (SIETTA) 

2016, from 17th – 19th November in Abidjan, Côte 

d’Ivoire. In line with SIETTA 2016, this 7th edition 

focuses on Cashew Processing Equipment, Technology 

and Innovation.  

As of today, only 10 % of the raw cashew nuts 

produced in Africa are processed locally. The 

remaining 90 % of raw nuts are exported for further 

processing, leaving a great economic potential for 

many African countries largely untapped. Therefore, 

the establishment of a sustainable and well-

functioning cashew processing industry in Africa is 

essential to ensure that added value is captured 

locally. The use of suitable machineries, while adhering 

to international food safety and labor standards, 

attracts global food companies to source cashew 

kernels from Africa. Consequently, Africa has a real 

opportunity to supply the increasing global demand for 

high quality kernels. 

SIETTA 2016 offers a platform for cashew processors, 

manufacturers of food processing equipment, 

investors, business men and generally all actors along 

the cashew value chain to exhibit, sell and buy the 

newest innovations and cashew processing 

technologies from all over the world and to access the 

huge potential of the African cashew sector, with a 

special focus on Côte d’Ivoire. By exhibiting cashew-

processing machines of all shapes and sizes, 

equipment suppliers have the opportunity to interact 

with key actors and learn more about the African 

cashew sector. 

Furthermore, in this week of cashew events in Abidjan, 

a consultation platform for African cashew-producing 

countries is being initiated by the Ivorian government 

and supported by the 

Cotton and Cashew Council 

and ComCashew on the 

topic, “African cashew: 

Building together for a 

sustainable and inclusive 

growth”. The meeting will promote the development 

of inter-regional, continental and international 

synergies while building partnerships towards a Pan 

African coordination process. The platform brings 

together high level ministerial actors and their 

partners in the cashew sector to respond to major 

challenges faced by the African cashew sector. 

ComCashew works to promote the African processing 

sector through capacity building of local processors, 

assistance to governments in developing policies to 

improve the sector as well as support in the 

preparation of events and conferences such as 

SIETTA 2014/2016 and consultation meetings in 

Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire. In this regard, ComCashew 

and partners have chalked up some successes over 

the years:  

 Additional annual income of US$ 26m through 

processing 

 5,800 new employments (75% Women) 

 Over US$ 30m new taxes annually for selected 

cashew producing countries. 

The third edition of the ComCashew Master Training 

Programme (MTP) recently came to an end with a 

graduation ceremony on the 28th of October, 2016, 

in Abidjan. This edition brought together 95 cashew 

experts from Ghana, Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte 

d'Ivoire, Mozambique, Gambia, Chad, Sierra Leone, 

Senegal, Mali, Togo and Nigeria to learn and to 

exchange in three sessions. The fourth edition is 

scheduled to be launched in May, 2017. Currently, 

over 50 applicants have been selected to participate 

Preface by Rita Weidinger   
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next year. We strongly encourage more women to 

apply for the programme! 

We appreciate the efforts of all contributors of this 

seventh Edition: Stefano Massari (Oltremare), Joey 

Liao (China Meyer),  Judith Odei  (MIM  Processing),  

Roland Houessou  (Anatrans), Ian and Neil Bianchi 

(Fullwell Mill), Jeremy Holt  (Usibras Ghana Ltd), Bas 

van den Brink (Intersnack Procurement BV.), Wim 

Schipper (Intersnack Procurement BV.), Vinayak 

Meharwade (Foretell Business Solutions), Jim 

Fitzpatrick (Ingredient Sourcing Solutions) 

 

While discussing with the new president of ACA, Mr 

Florentino Nanque, I was reminded how important the 

aspect of sharing of information and knowledge is for 

the growth of a sector and an organization.  We 

identified multiple areas for joint development of the 

sector, which will only grow by sharing – Market and 

Management Information, Expertise, transparency, 

building staff, organisations and networks.  

In this vision, I wish you an enjoyable and insightful 

reading of this newsletter! 

  

  

Rita Weidinger, Executive Director ComCashew/ GIZ 

 

In cooperation with:  
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The second edition of the International Exhibition of 

Cashew Processing Equipment & Technologies (SIETTA) 

2016, takes place from 17th to 19th November 2016 at 

the Palais de la Culture, in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. 

SIETTA 2016 is a “Show, Sell & Buy” event, dedicated 

to promoting cashew processing equipment and 

innovative technologies in Africa and the world.  

SIETTA 2016   
Be part of the growing African cashew sector  

Why we want you – cashew processors, equipment 

manufacturers, investors, business men and women, 

policy and decision-makers and development 

experts? 

As of today, only 10 % of the raw cashew nuts 

produced in Africa are processed locally. The 

remaining 90 % of raw nuts are exported for further 

processing, leaving a great economic potential for 

many African countries largely untapped. Therefore, 

the establishment of a sustainable and well-

functioning cashew processing industry in Africa is 

essential to ensure that added value is captured 

locally. The use of suitable machinery, while adhering 

to international food safety and labour standards, 

attracts global food companies to source cashew 

kernels from Africa. Consequently, Africa has a real 

opportunity to supply the global demand for kernels. 

What can you expect at SIETTA 2016? 

SIETTA 2016 offers a platform for cashew processors, 

equipment manufacturers, investors, business men 

and women and generally all actors along the cashew 

value chain to “Show, Sell & Buy” the newest 

innovations and cashew processing technologies 

from all over the world and to access the huge 

potential of the African cashew sector, with a special 

focus on Côte d’Ivoire. 

In plenary sessions and B2B meetings with national 

and international cashew experts, participants can 

discuss and exchange ideas on cashew processing-

related topics such as finance and business planning, 

funding possibilities and smart investments, cashew 

market dynamics, food safety and traceability, supply 

linkages and success factor that make cashew 

processing a profitable business in Africa.  

Expect to meet:  

 5000 national visitors 

 500 international visitors 

 More than 25 equipment suppliers 

 Investors, sponsors and bankers from all over the 

world to exchange information on investment 

opportunities in the most promising economic 

sector in the West African sub region 

In the exhibition area, 26 exhibitors from 10 countries 

will showcase their cashew processing machines of all 

shapes and sizes suitable for high tech, large or small 

scale applications.  

As the consumption of the highly nutritious cashew 

nuts is still very low in Africa, SIETTA 2016 offers 

participants the opportunity to taste high quality 

cashew kernels, by-products and cashew dishes from 

all over the world.   

The first edition of SIETTA in 2014 already attracted 

more than 4,500 participants from 25 countries across 

the world. 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org


Competitive Cashew initiative  
32, Nortei Ababio Street  
Airport Residential Area  
Accra, GHANA 

p + 233 302 77 41 62  
f + 233 302 77 13 63  
e www.cashew@giz.de   
w www.africancashewinitiative.org   

 5 

Whereas everybody focuses on the equipment, we 

prefer to focus on the PROCESS which is the 

combination of equipment, know-how and good 

management practices for reaching the target . 

 

Can cashew processing ever be fully mechanized 

without excessive breakage ?What are the trends in 

processing in your markets?  

Yes, provided the present technological pattern is 

changed to a continuous process and more skills and 

investments are put in the industry .  

Processing is slow in some areas and fast in others.. 

 

Experts forecast processing in Africa to take off in the 

next five years. Do you agree ? 

Not all countries in Africa behave in the same way. 

There are countries where this will be possible and 

others in which it will not happen .I am of this opinion 

because in many countries the interests in selling RCN 

prevails over the local processing . 

 

Which African countries have you sold in ? 

Ivory Coast, Guinea Bissau, Nigeria, Benin, Ghana, 

Togo, Mozambique, Tanzania, Kenya and Algeria   

 

How do you plan to develop the African market? Will 

you open an office? Will you appoint agents ? 

We are regularly present in many African producing 

countries. In Ivory Coast, we are planning a stable 

presence to service the market in processing and 

maintenance  

 

Is there anything you would like to add ? 

Oltremare is committed to the cashew industry in 

Africa and worldwide since 1960 and will continue to 

do so. More attention will be put, in the future, in 

designing sustainable processes to make the industry 

more solid, profitable, quality and food safety-

conscious and fair to all the involved stakeholders. 

Interviewed by: Pamela  Caridad Comlanvi, Intern, 

ComCashew/GIZ 

The Competitive Cashew initiative (ComCashew) is 

supporting the Conseil Coton Anacarde (CCA) in the 

organization and promotion of SIETTA 2016, under 

the sponsorship of the President of the National 

Assembly of Côte d’Ivoire. This event is chaired by 

the Minister of Industry and Mines under the 

auspices of the Minister of Agriculture.   

Author: Nunana Addo, Communication officer 
ComCashew/ GIZ 

 

 

Name: Stefano Massari  

Position: Managing Director  

Institution: Oltremare 

 

What kind of equipment does Oltremare supply to 

the cashew sector? 

Oltremare supplies all the equipment related to 

cashew-processing, from the treatment of Raw 

Cashew Nut (RCN) to the packaging of the finished 

product. However, we do not supply only equipment 

but also know-how, which has been fine-tuned 

through 56 years of experience in this industry.  

 

We expect SIETTA to be bigger and better in 2016. 

What are the targets you hope to achieve during 

SIETTA 2016 ? 

We look forward to reinforcing the brand, 

introducing a new concept of packaging for an 

improved food safety, while keeping our focus on the 

process rather than on the single equipment. We 

expect to attract the interest of potential investors 

and meet potential customers   

 

What do you see as the next stages in the 

development of cashew processing equipment?  

Speakers’ Corner   

Equipment Suppliers 
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Experts forecast processing in Africa to take off in 

the next five years. Do you agree ? 

Yes. Africa is a big potential market for processing 

equipment companies as processing is constantly 

growing in the continent. Local processing in African 

cashew-producing countries is growing more and 

more. Africa will, therefore, soon export not only raw 

cashew nut but also processed nuts . 

 

Which African countries have you sold in ? 

Meyer has sold in African countries like Ivory Coast, 

Benin, Nigeria, Egypt, Ghana, Senegal, Ethiopia and 

South Africa, among others  

 

How do you plan to develop the African market? 

Will you open an office? Will you appoint agents ? 

We plan to develop our market in African market 

through the use of distributors. We intend to open 

offices in Africa and yes, we have agents in different 

countries on the continent  

 

Is there anything you would like to add ? 

Meyer as the No1. supplier of colour sorter in Asia.  

The company not only provides cashew sorter, but 

also all kinds of sorting machines for rice, coffee 

beans, sesame, peanut, corn, maize, hazelnuts, 

almonds, wheat, seeds, nuts, raisin and green mung. 

Meyer cashew colour sorting machine occupied 

nearly 80% market share in Vietnam and India. This 

was the same for rice, beans, grains and nuts colour 

sorting machines. Major processing factories 

like Olam IVC, Olam Vietnam, Olam India, Fludor 

Benin, Tolaro global Benin, Trade & development 

group, FMA industry sas IVC, Société de 

Transformation de Noix de Cajou IVC, Cajoux des 

Savanes, Valency, Viet mold machine, Afokantan 

Benin Cashew S.A., Rajkumar, VIJAY LAXMI(VIC), 

Achal, Bola Surendra Kamath & sons, etc. use Meyer 

cashew sorting machine . 

nterviewed by: Nunana Addo, Communications Officer, 

ComCashew/GIZ 

 

 

 Name: Joey Liao  

Position: Director of Operations Africa 

Institution: China Meyer 

 

What kind of equipment does China Meyer supply to 

the cashew sector? 

We provide cashew sorters, which are specially 

designed for cashew kernel colour sorting and size 

grading on the basis of colour, shape and size. It is the 

ultimate solution of cashew grading. Our company’s 

cashew sorter can grade cashew as below:  

Colour sorting: WW, SW, Unpeeled Cashew, Dotted 

Cashew, Split Cashew, PKW etc. 

Size sorting : 180/210, 240, 320, 450, LWP, SWP, BB 

etc.  

 

We expect SIETTA to be bigger and better in 2016. 

What are the targets you hope to achieve during 

SIETTA 2016 ? 

We hope to make presentations about MEYER cashew 

sorter and help African enterprises develop by being 

efficient while using less labour  

 

What do you see as the next stages in the 

development of cashew processing equipment?  

We foresee the development of a system of 

automatic continuous production. 

 

Can cashew processing ever be fully mechanized 

without excessive breakage ?What are the trends in 

processing in your markets?  

Yes, totally! I believe there are solutions to this 

problem.  More and more processing plants are 

expressing interest in Meyer sorting machines and in 

mechanization in general . 
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Third edition participants, Source: ComCashew/GIZ 

 

‘The Master Trainers are Agents of Change in a sector 

which is admittedly still unstructured, but has great 

potential’. - Ms. Rita Weidinger, Executive Director, 

Competitive Cashew initiative (ComCashew). 

 

Agents of Change in a sector with great potential, is 

how Rita Weidinger addressed the 90 participants at 

the third and final session of the Master Training 

Programme, which ended on October 28, 2016. The 

Executive Director highlighted once more the 

importance of each Master Trainer in their role as 

experts, knowledge multipliers and individuals 

involved in the very promising cashew sector in the 

sub-region. A third generation of Master Trainers                      

- Agents of Change - was formed in this third training 

edition, jointly organized by ComCashew and the 

African Cashew Alliance (ACA). This new generation is 

made up of 69 cashew experts and 20 resource 

persons, from 12 countries in the sub-region. 

Representing different professional backgrounds and 

working along the cashew value chain, the participants 

had a unique opportunity to gain experience and  

knowledge in practical and theoretical training 

sessions, but also through peer-to-peer learning and 

exchange to impact their respective fields of work.  

A Third Generation of 
Master Trainer Graduates 

Training is the foundation of any development 

Dr. Adama Coulibaly, Director General of the Cashew 

and Cotton Board (CCA) of Ivory Coast, in his opening 

speech of the third session, reiterated why “training 

is undeniably considered as the basis of any policy for 

enhancing the performance, competitiveness and 

sustainability of a sector”. Thus, the 69 participants 

all had the same objective, that is to contribute to 

the development and growth of the cashew sector. 

They broke linguistic barriers and benefited from 

various training sessions which focused on element 

along the value chain from cashew research and 

development, Good Agricultural Practices, processing 

of cashew and marketing to promoting the 

consumption of locally-produced cashew products. 

 

7 Months, 3 Sessions, 3 Locations. 

The third edition of Master Training Programme 

started in Ho in Ghana’s Volta Region in May 2016. 

This first edition was centered on the concept of the 

cashew value chain, cashew market dynamics and 

training material development. The highlight was a 

visit to the largest raw cashew nut processing factory 

USIBRAS at Prampram in Ghana. Following the first 

session, the participants and the resource team met 

again in August 2016, in Sunyani, the Brong Ahafo 

region, which is Ghana’s leading cashew producing 

zone. With the support of the Cocoa Research 

Institute Ghana (CRIG), the participants received 

lessons on developing resistant and improved  

planting material as well as the importance of Good 

Agricultural Practices (GAP) in cashew production. 

The participants also had the opportunity to practice 

grafting of cashew seedlings. 

In October 2016, the participants reconvened in 

Abidjan for the last training session and to receive 

their graduation certificates. This session focused on 

local processing, harvest and post-harvest practices 

and the promotion of the by-products and the 

consumption of cashew. Participants also  practiced 

KOR tests and had a session in which they discovered 

and tasted various cashew products.  

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org
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The Master Training Programme - A combination of a  
technical and a personal development training 

The Master Training Programme goes beyond 

providing technical training to experts along the 

cashew value chain. The training  covers challenges 

and cross-cutting issues such as climate change, 

gender and nutrition. A central aspect of the 

programme is also dedicated to capacity development. 

The Master Trainers receive training on perception 

management, learning skills, facilitation techniques, 

self-reflection and knowledge management.  

Graduating as “Master Trainers”, the participants and 

the resource team left this third edition with their 

suitcases and heads filled with new information, 

perspectives and a lot of self-reflection. After three 

editions of the Master Training Programme, over 180 

cashew experts have been trained to become 

acknowledged Master Trainers. They are  part of a 

large and diverse network and united by the same 

learning journey unequalled in the sector - The Master 

Training Programme. 

Author: Julius Abagi, Communication officer, 
ComCashew 

 

 

Name: Judith Odei  

Position: Director of Operations  

Institution: MIM Processing Ghana  

 

Why did you apply for the Master Training 

Programme (MTP)?  

The country manager for international procurement 

and logistics, Mr. Samora Van Der Horst (IPL) 

introduced the MTP Program to me after he came for 

an audit in my factory.  

Has your expectations been met by the MTP ? 

The MTP equipped me with new skills like grafting, 

picking of scions from scion banks which I never 

knew about. My knowledge on processing was 

deepened and I can say that my expectations were 

exceeded. 

 

As a Master Trainer, are you an agent of change in 

your organization ? 

As the Quality Assurance Manager of MIM, I train 

factory staff on personal hygiene and security threats 

awareness. The programme taught me steps on how 

to better facilitate these trainings. With regards to 

process documentation, I have gained more 

knowledge thanks to the experiences shared by 

various well-verse experts from different countries. 

This will go a long way to improve the quality of work 

in the factory. In my community, I will raise 

awareness about the nutritional value and benefits of 

cashew nuts and apples. 

 

Can you share which experiences and lessons you 

take home from the MTP ? 

I really enjoyed myself at the Wenchi Research 

Station in Ghana. It was difficult going through the 

scions and selecting the bad from the good, 

especially knowing that the bad scions will be 

rejected. After a few attempts, all the scions I 

collected were accepted by the trainer and I 

successful grafted my scion on a rootstock without 

cutting my fingers. It was very exciting to me. I had 

never used a razor blade before. During the next 

grafting session in my company’s nursery, I will take 

part in the grafting sessions to improve upon the 

skills I have already acquired. 

 

Do you have any recommendations to help  to 

improve the programme?  

More women should be enrolled and participate in 

the programme. It will enhance the women’s 

Speakers’ Corner  

Master Training Programme 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
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capacity, so they can be part of the cashew value chain 

and perform effectively. 

Will you recommend the MTP to other colleagues ? 

I am recommending the Farm Manager and Human 

Resource Manager of MIM to experience the MTP as 

well. 

 

How long have you been in the cashew sector? Please 

share with us some of the experience you have made? 

By the 9th of March 2017, I will be in the cashew 

sector for exactly 2 years. I knew nothing about 

cashew before. Over the past years, I learned how to 

grade cashew kernels according to color, shape and 

size. Thanks to the MTP, I better understand the range 

and importance of Good Agricultural Practices to boost 

the production of raw cashew nuts. The field trip to 

Usibras gave me a deeper understanding about the 

different shelling technologies from India, Vietnam and 

China. It has informed me about what is needed to 

help improve the quality of shelling. 

 

 

Interviewed by: Alima M’boutiki, Secretary, ComCashew/GIZ 

 

 

 

Name: Roland Houessou  

Position: Agricultural Enginer  

Institution: Tolaro Global  

 

Why did you apply for the Master Training 

Programme (MTP)?  

I applied for MTP with the aim of deepening my 

knowledge of the cashew sector and to  strengthen my 

professional capacities.  

 

Has your expectations been met by the MTP ? 

My expectations have largely been met because my 

concerns before the training were largely addressed 

and I found the answers I needed. Furthermore, I have 

acquired many lessons for my personal life from my  

understanding of the cashew  value chains. 

As a Master Trainer, are you an agent of change in 

your organization ? 

I can be a change agent by being a role model in 

maintaining and preserving the level of knowledge I 

gained and by using the skills I have acquired especially 

for further development of the organization. 

Furthermore, I want to share my experiences and skills 

with colleagues in other department to contribute to 

the overall achievement of my organization’s 

objectives. 

 

Can you share which experiences and lessons you take 

home from the MTP ? 

I have gained a lot of experiences from this program, 

some of which are: 

 My professional and personal life have been 

completely shaped  

 My way of doing things and my skills must from 

henceforth have a positive impact on my 

environment. 

 My abilities are enhanced in the areas of 

production, processing and especially in cashew 

market analysis and price formation mechanism. 

 The sector differs from one country to the other 

but with important similarities. 

 

Do you have any recommendations to help to improve 

the programme?  

Recommendations to improve the training:  

 Revise the timeline of activities so that there is 

enough time for the practical sessions such as the 

calculation of KOR, business plan , economy etc. 

 Ensure continuity really for the facilitation so that 

this succession is also competent, waits that the 

team ready (in position). 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
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 Also develop topics on aspects such as 

environmental protection through the reduction of 

use of pesticides fwhich also favours biological pest 

reduction, child labor and the land tenure system 

in cashew producing countries . 

The MTP is so interesting I will definitely  recommend 

it to my colleagues  

 

How long have you been in the cashew sector? Can 

you share with us some of the experience you have 

made over the period ? 

I have been engaged in this sector for almost five 

years, initially in the processing sectoras production 

manager for the Tolaro Global factory from December, 

2011 till December, 2013. Then in the production and 

marketing sectors as representative of the factory 

within its projects for technical and financial support 

to producers and the partners of the factory. 

Beneficiaries receive support for Cashew nut supplies 

to the factory. I have been engaged in this since 

January, 2014 till date. 

 

Interviewed by: Youssoufou Sore , Advisor Private sector 

development, ComCashew/GIZ 

 

 

Fullwell Mill (FM) is a UK-based food manufacturing 

SME. With over 20 years experience in the  industry, 

FM combines its business principles with strong social 

and environmental aims . As such, we have invested 

significant resources – in time and money – to develop 

and grow our key supplier SME partners in Africa and 

Asia over long periods of time .  

This expertise have increasingly been shared externally 

to help develop other supply-chains too, especially in 

the Organic, Fairtrade and ethical space.  In this 

respect, businesses and organisations that have 

benefitted from FM’s aid and partnership include 

TWIN, Kuapa Kokoo, Traidcraft, Dr Bronner’s, 

Zaytoun, Ndali, Liberation, Bayer, Institute of Food 

Research, Shell, BNP Paribas, Mercy Corps, DFID, GIZ, 

Sida, Danida, USAID, Comic Relief, Fairtrade 

Foundation and Shared Interest . 

We offer a range of expertise, but we will focus on 

our achievements and offerings in an area we call 

‘Energy & Appropriate Technologies’. We have grown 

this area quite significantly over the last 5 years, 

especially in relation to the cashew supply-chain.  We 

have now developed a number of improved, 

appropriate technologies which are demonstrating 

real business benefits to a number of SMEs in Africa, 

and are having a clear environmental impact . 

 

Energy & Appropriate Technologies 

These technologies are what FM has developed 

(either alone or in partnership with others, such as 

RONGEAD) to improve the financial viability, energy 

reliability and sustainability, and environmental and 

social impact of SMEs, especially agri-processors. 

In the context of cashew processing, these 

technologies are: 

1. Gasification systems for energy generation: 

these systems can be used to generate a 

combustible gas from cashew 

shell waste for direct heating 

requirements (cooking, drying 

and shocking).  As an added 

benefit, gasification systems 

Gasifier, Source: Fullwell Mill    Char, Source: Fullwell Mill 

Fullwell Mill:  

From waste to energy  

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org
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also produce char as a by-product which still 

possesses energy that can be used as a fuel either 

directly or in the form of a manufactured briquette, 

or alternatively as a soil conditioner or filter media . 

2. .Drying systems using generated heat: as indicated 

above these systems are linked to the gasification 

system described above.  Our aim is to develop 

drying systems that are cost-effective, efficient, 

improve product quality and value, reduce product 

wastage, and shorten cycle times where possible . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The business case 

All of the technologies that FM develops are financially 

viable and have a short payback period as possible.  

Payback can occur as a result of cost savings, 

additional income or a combination of the two.  Cost 

savings can be in the form of: 

 A reduction in or even elimination of fossil-fuel 

costs. 

 The ability to operate continuously without the 

costs of energy,  

 Non-availability of energy in its various forms (e.g. 

power outage or non-delivery of wood or gas). 

 A reduction in or even elimination of waste 

disposal costs. 

 The ability to increase output. 

 An increase in the quality and value of product. 

Waste-to-energy generation technologies such as the 

gasification systems above also increase and in some 

cases achieve energy self-sufficiency, which also 

protects SMEs from energy cost increases and 

shortages.  Where SMEs have waste disposal problems 

that are directly affecting their own business (e.g. 

product quality being affected due to flies and rodents, 

workers facing health risks, problems with local 

authorities or just poor working conditions), this can 

also lead to additional cost savings and income 

increases. 

Furthermore, as large multinational companies in 

particular are increasingly expected to disclose their 

wider sustainability impacts, the significant 

environmental impacts of large multinationals are not 

necessarily a result of their own operations or 

activities, but hidden in their supply chains.  The 

damaging environmental impacts can be from the 

SMEs, which perform these activities for them as part 

of their wider supply chain, and yet hardly garner the 

same level of scrutiny as the large multinationals 

themselves. However, this situation is changing as 

large buyers place more and more such requirements 

onto their suppliers.  This presents a risk to SMEs 

supplying such companies. The above technologies 

therefore provide SMEs with an opportunity to help 

meet these increased standards and impress such 

international buyers . 

 

The environmental case 

Although their individual environmental impacts are 

small, SMEs can pose serious environmental problems 

due to their high numbers and over-representation in 

industrial sectors with high environmental impacts 

(including agri-processing) . 

Tonnes of cashew shell waste dumped after processing 

in a residential area, is toxic and can pollute land as 

well as water systems during heavy rains.  It is also a 

fire hazard due to its high calorific value and emits 

methane as it decomposes. 

The impact of manufacturing SMEs is largely 

acknowledged as they consume energy and natural 

resources, and generate waste and pollution.  Their 

Shells used as charcoal for cooking, Source: Fullwell Mill 
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activity is a major source for water pollution and land 

contamination.  SMEs can have an especially negative 

impact on biodiversity in environmentally sensitive 

areas. This is especially the case in places where 

deforestation is high due to the changes of habitat 

they provoke. 

The use of firewood as a fuel is very, very common by SMEs as well 

as households in large parts of the world, which is of course 

contributing to deforestation and pollution leading to higher rates 

of premature death in affected countries. 

 

Seeking to help more SMEs 

We are now seeking to help more SMEs develop by 

making appropriate technology enhancements to their 

operations.  This will include installing more existing 

systems of the type described above, as well as further 

developing these and other new technologies so that 

they can be used in other supply-chains. 

We are very open and pragmatic and are always 

interested in exploring new potential opportunities, so 

if you feel there is something we could work together 

on then please do not hesitate to contact us at 

ian@fullwellmill.co.uk or 

neilbianchi@fullwellmill.co.uk. 

We look forward to hearing from you and our team 

hopes to see and talk with you at SIETTA! 

FM’s Energy & Appropriate Technologies team, presently based in 

Burkina Faso – Abel (Engineer), Julia (Engineer) and Neil 

(Engineer & Co-ordinator), from left to right. 

 

Author: Ian and Neil Bianchi, Fullwell Mill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Jeremy Holt  

Position: Director of Operations  

Institution: Usibras Ghana Ltd  

 

What are you doing in your new role as Operations 

Manager at USIBRAS . 

I was asked to overhaul the management of the 

company; to create a solid team and to triple the 

production with the objective of ultimately making 

Usibras Ghana Ltd stand on its’ own two feet without 

any financial support from Brazil . 

 

How do you experience working and living in Ghana 

(compared to Brazil) ? 

The most striking difference between Ghana and 

Brazil is the sense of safety one has no matter where 

you are in Ghana. It is difficult to describe the general 

sense of fear in Brazil, if you have not lived there. 

 

Speakers’ Corner:   

http://www.cashew@giz.de
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I love living in Ghana. The people are so much 

friendlier, and just so much nicer. They are almost 

sponge-like in their willingness to absorb and take on 

new ideas. It is an absolute pleasure to work with my 

colleagues and interact with people on a day-to-day 

basis. 

Of course there are exceptions – my experience with 

the largest construction company in Ghana was (and 

still is) miserable.  

If I have one complaint about the people I come into 

contact with, it is that they are too accepting. They 

allow themselves to be pushed around and abused by 

what they feel are more powerful people and 

institutions . 

 

What are the initial challenges that you were facing 

when starting your job ? 

The single biggest challenge I faced when starting was 

getting a grip on our absurdly high absenteeism levels. 

This was a mixture of the company not understanding 

cultural issues, such as the importance of funerals, and 

failing to address the root causes of our low skilled 

employee’s lack of commitment to their jobs. 

 

Can you already talk about successes ? 

Yes! In the three months since joining Usibras, our 

weekday absenteeism rate is down from 30% to 3.2%, 

and on weekends from 60% to 4.5%. Our target is to 

achieve less than 0.5% across the board. 

Production has increased fivefold over the last three 

months. 

Machine breakdowns have fallen from an average of 

30 breakdowns per week to around 2 per week. 

The JCC – Joint Consultative Committee — which I 

established in my first week is made up of a cross 

section of employees from all areas of the factory 

which meets on the 6th day of each month. The first 

meeting took 6 hours for the JCC to voice their 

complaints about the company, the second meeting 

took 2 hours, and the last one took 45 minutes. 

How did you do it ? 

Firstly, we identified the main grievances of our 

employees. These grievances were perceived by our 

employees as lack of respect for them from the 

company. Further, they felt that the company 

consistently lied to them. This was actually an unfair 

allegation – the truth is that the company had never 

sought their opinion, and had never responded to their 

issues. Since the employees had never had a forum to 

voice their complaints, the management was probably 

not aware of many of their grievances in the first place. 

Specifically, we set about correcting the immediate 

problems, which were; poor quality food, unreliable 

transport, lack of personal protection equipment and 

lack of tools and spare parts. 

We completely reviewed our training procedures and 

introduced new training for leadership and 

communication skills. 

We removed the “fear” element where people were 

reluctant to offer opinions for fear of losing their jobs. 

We removed the “blame” environment where people 

would blame their colleagues for mistakes instead of 

sitting down and talking through the issues to find a 

common solution. In fact, on two occasions we had a 

“fight night” in the conference room with a 

photograph of Lloyd Honeyghan on the board to 

encourage an all-out, gloves off discussion. It was 

remarkably effective in clearing the air between the 

different managers.  

These meetings ended the ongoing issues where 

production complained that maintenance could not 

repair their machines, and where maintenance 

complained that production kept them. It also ended 

the ongoing problem where maintenance and 

production complained that the purchasing 

department were not procuring required tools and 

materials, and purchasing claiming that they were not 

aware of their requisitions. 

Even with the new “kinder and more understanding” 

management, we still faced problems with 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
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absenteeism. This was finally resolved by introducing a 

very harsh penalty system for absenteeism without 

permission. Even the penalty system did not work at 

first – our employees simply did not believe that the 

company would really fine them for not coming to 

work. What finally did it, was creating the “Wall of 

Shame” – a list of the employees that have incurred 

fines which is hung at the entrance to production. 

We also changed the name of the Maintenance 

Department to Engineering and ensured that the 

mechanics had all the tools that they required. This 

instilled an enormous sense of pride in the 

department, and their absenteeism rate is now 

consistently 0%. 

We implemented a planned program of preventative 

maintenance, and now conduct our own internal 

audits. This dramatically reduced the machine 

breakdown rate. Production now communicates with 

Engineering through a highly formalized system of 

Service Orders, where they must now score the quality 

of work provided by Engineering. In the past, 

Engineering were running around between machines 

never being able to fix one properly. 

 

What are your biggest learnings so far ? 

Treat your employees with respect and they will return 

it a hundred fold. 

Be honest with your employees. Never, ever lie to 

them. If you can’t give them an answer – tell them up 

front. I do not have total autonomy, and not all of my 

“radical” ideas are always welcomed by the owners.  

Encourage them to do better – avoid non constructive 

criticism. 

Even if the company is now strongly perceived as a 

kinder and more compassionate employer, let it be 

known that there are still strict rules in place and 

certain behavior is completely unacceptable to the 

company. 

 

What is your vision for the cashew sector in Ghana ? 

Until last year, when the neighboring countries 

imposed export duties and export windows, Ghana 

was a trading hub for West African cashews. Raw 

cashews would flow across the borders from Ivory 

Coast, Burkina Faso and Benin to be exported from 

the port of Tema.  

The local Ghanaian crop is somewhere between 

30,000 MT and 60,000 MT depending on who is 

reporting the crop size.  

The combined movement of imports (transhipments) 

together with the local crop probably amounted to 

something like 150,000 MT of total exports. This 

reasonable “crop” encouraged companies such as 

Usibras, Raj Kumar and Mim Cashew to invest heavily 

in building processing plants in Ghana. However, 

each of these companies failed to realize that only 

about 25 % of this quantity represented the actual 

Ghanaian crop. 

With the neighbouring countries now effectively 

banning the export of RCN to Ghana, the available 

pool of raw cashews to local processors is limited to 

the local crop plus some smuggled imports through 

“leaky” borders. 

Of all the African countries, Ghana has the most 

developed, most technologically advanced and most 

heavily invested cashew processing industry. 

Therefore, by definition, it represents the biggest 

threat to the Indian and Vietnamese cashew 

industries. If India and Vietnam allow Ghana to 

continue to grow their own processing industry, 

would this not serve as a model for the Ivory Coast 

and other major African producers?  

Where would the Indians and Vietnamese industries 

source their “cheap” raw material, if Africa were to 

develop its own cashew processing industry? 

Unfortunately, the Ghanaian government is unwilling 

to ask this question and think through the severe 

repercussions of permitting the continued export of 

raw cashews. 

Another question that the Ghanaian government is 
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terrified of asking for fear of having to acknowledge 

the answer, is what would happen if the Indians and 

Vietnamese price the local processors out of the 

market? The answer is clear – the price to farmers will 

collapse. 

Unfortunately, the influence of the RCN traders at 

government level is greater than that of the 

processors. 

It is true that the government has made some half-

hearted attempts to impose an export window (which 

lasted a total of two weeks). It is also true that the 

government is in the process of creating a wishy washy 

Cashew Policy and pretends to listen to “all points of 

view”, yet it has completely failed to tackle the 

fundamental question – does Ghana want a cashew 

processing industry – yes or no? 

They are trying to please all stakeholders at the same 

time, and will end up destroying their nascent 

processing industry if they do not make hard decisions 

RIGHT NOW.  

The existing processing industry is already capable of 

absorbing the current Ghanaian crop. With help to the 

smaller industries, whether it be from the larger 

industries or from the government, with new investors 

coming in to Ghana, there is no reason to think that 

Ghana cannot increase their crop and the income and 

welfare of many thousands of people . 

Playing around with export windows and cursory 

export taxes is not the answer. Ghana MUST protect 

its’ processing industry, and the only way to do that is 

through an immediate TOTAL BAN on exports  

 

What is your vision for USIBRAS Ghana ? 

I would like to take the company to as close to 

maximum productivity as possible. We shall be 

introducing Total Quality Management in the next few 

weeks, to be followed up with the implementation of 

the 6 Sigma system. 

This will allow us to be able to accurately measure our 

capacities and productivity, which in turn will allow us 

to make objective decisions about our future. I want to 

completely eliminate the “I think”, “I believe”’ 

language and replace it with hard numbers. 

While we are the biggest factory in Ghana, I would 

dearly like us to represent no more than 20% of the 

installed shelling capacity. The only way that we can do 

this is by actively helping the other smaller processors 

grow. This is something that we are already discussing 

through the newly formed Cashew Processors 

Association of Ghana. 

In time, I would like that we interact more closely with 

the farmers on the ground. It is a ridiculous situation 

that there is insufficient RCN for us to buy within 

Ghana forcing us to import some 70% of our 

requirements from neighbouring countries, yet at the 

same time raw cashews are being exported to India 

and Vietnam. 

 

What do you recommend to new investors who want 

to invest in cashew processing in Ghana ? 

Unless the government is prepared to make a full and 

public commitment to the processing sector, I am 

afraid that the answer is an unequivocal no. 

If, however, the government does commit itself to the 

processing sector, then the answer is an unequivocal 

yes. 

Ghana has the potential to increase its crop to 150,000 

MT per annum. It has an excellent pool of people to 

draw from – from minimum wage workers to senior 

management level. The government appears to be 

friendly to industry in general. 

 

However, at the moment, Ghana is committing the 

same errors that other African cashew producers such 

as Mozambique and Tanzania have committed in the 

past. Should this continue, the environment will 

remain very difficult for any company wishing to invest 

in the cashew sector. 
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Interviewed by: Ann-Christin Berger, Advisor Sector 

Organization, ComCashew/GIZ 

     

 

Name: Bas Van den Brink  

Position: Sustainability Manager  

Institution: Intersnack Procurement  BV. 

 

Please tell us a little about yourself ? 

For the last 8 years I have worked as senior program 

manager for IDH, the Sustainable Trade Initiative. 

IDH brings together companies, CSOs, governments 

and other organizations in public-private partnerships 

to unlock scalable solutions for sustainable production 

to deliver impact on the sustainable development 

goals. My role is to support the development and roll-

out of several supply chains initiatives in a number of 

sectors. The aim was always to drive sustainability 

from niche to norm. In practice this means bringing the 

key supply chain players together, agreeing on a 

common approach, building pragmatic solutions 

together and most important putting it to practice . 

 

How long have you been working in the cashew 

sector ? 

About three years ago I started my work for IDH in the 

cashew sector. IDH is one of the core partners in 

ComCashew and focuses on the market linkage work. 

This consisted of the development and roll-out of 

traceability in the Cashew sector and co-funding field 

level projects for smallholders (through the then the 

ACi Matching Fund). 

 

How important is traceability to the cashew sector ? 

The aim of our work is to increase the livelihood of 

cashew farmers in Africa and achieve decent working 

conditions in the processing factories in Africa.  We 

try to improve quality and volume at production level 

and increase the profitability at processing level.  At 

both levels traceability is the backbone of our work. 

By knowing who and where you source from, you can 

customize your investment to support farmers to 

optimize production and increase quality and 

volume. At processor level it will give a better insight 

in the sourcing base and enable the processor to 

develop more efficient sourcing models (volume, 

reducing costs, optimizing processes, farmer-

processor relations).  It provides a data-driven 

approach for supplier support and management . 

 

What is 3S ? 

3S stands for Sustainable Supply System and is a pre-

competitive traceability system developed under the 

umbrella of ComCashew. The primary benefit of 3S is 

to increase, improve, and monitor cashew supply. 

The traceability of the system also opens the door to 

markets with higher demands on quality, food safety 

and sustainability. The system is meant as an internal 

sector improvement system. Existing certificates and 

standards however can easily be integrated into the 

system. More importantly; it enables retailers to tell 

the story of African cashew. The 3S system is 

governed by a separate foundation called the 

Sustainable Nut Initiative (SNI), in which all users and 

supporters of the 3S participate . 

 

What has been its impact so far ? 

A group of leading processors is currently 

implementing 3S traceability system in its operations 

with support of key players in trade, roasting and 

retail. The last three years the 3S system has been 

tested and adapted to the needs of the processors 

and the local context. In the last season, the first 

batches of traceable produce have been delivered 

from West Africa to Europe . 

What are the challenges ? 

The coming years are about scaling and providing a 
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steady volume of traceable cashew to the market.  

Traceability is not a stand-alone activity. It is closely 

linked to the field level projects that IDH is co-funding. 

The projects support on the one hand the processors 

to service and source directly from farmer groups and 

assure traceable and consistent volumes to end-

markets. Combined, the projects are designed to 

deliver proof that direct sourcing from smallholders is 

profitable for processors. On the other hand the 

projects are providing direct support and incentives for 

smallholder farmers to improve volume and the quality 

of the produce. 

This is not done overnight and requires for many 

players a shift in mindset and sourcing strategy. 

 

What remains to be accomplished in this area of 

traceability ?  

For the participants the development of the 3S 

traceability system was a journey of learning and 

innovation. On producer, processor and roaster level 

the front-runners see the benefits and are committed 

to the further roll-out of traceability. The aim is to 

involve more processors and other sector players in 

this approach to scale the volume of traceable cashew 

and create a win-win for all players in the supply chain, 

from farm to fork  

 

What does your new position involve?  

As from 1 December 2016, I will start my new position 

as Sustainability Manager at Intersnack Procurement.  

Intersnack has developed an ambitious vision for 

sustainability also known as ‘Buying into the Future’. I 

will be working closely with the different business units 

to meet the targets set on the various product groups 

so that we deliver against our overall Buying into the 

Future vision and Intersnack’s sustainability goal.  This 

will also include the work on Cashew and the activities 

that Intersnack is involved in through ComCashew . 

How does IDH differ from Intersnack ? 

IDH convenes public private partnerships and co-

finances the prototyping of new approaches that are 

modelled to accelerate sustainable growth. Intersnack 

is a private (family) company so by nature the 

organizations are different. Yet, there is a common 

vision on sustainability development and the 

understanding that this requires cooperation along the 

supply chain. There is strong alignment on the 

ambition and the way forward. 

Anything to add ? 

The drive and commitment of the partners within IDH’s 

Cashew program proofed to be one of the key 

ingredients for success. That is where new 

partnerships and market linkages start and 

opportunities and approaches as described above can 

be forged into new value proposition for the sector.  

This always made it an inspiring sector to work with.  

Also the role of ComCashew was and will remain 

crucial to keep everybody aligned and getting things 

done.  I would like to thank all our partners that I 

worked with for the cooperation and I’m looking 

forward to continue my work in the Cashew sector in 

my new role at Intersnack. 

 

Interviewed by: Ernest Mintah , Advisor Business Linkage, 

ComCashew/GIZ 

     

 

 

Name: Wim Schipper 

Position: Director Food  

Institution: Intersnack Procurement BV. 

 

Please tell us about Intersnack Procurement BV . 

Intersnack Procurement is the purchasing unit of the 

Intersnack Group and a separate limited liability 

company. Intersnack Procurement sources food 

ingredients, packaging, technical equipment and 

services for the Group’s factories across Europe: these 

range from flavors to oil, from cashews to cartons, 

from potatoes to pillow bags and from fryers to 
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logistical services. Many items are bought with 

Intersnack Procurement as principal, whilst for others 

we conclude contracts on behalf of our sister 

companies. We are a team of over 60 people 

representing more than 15 different nationalities. 

 

You have just been promoted. Congratulations! What 

is your role in the nuts and cashew sectors? 

Thank you. As Director Food I lead the team that is 

responsible for the procurement of all food products, 

ingredients, and oils. Nuts is one of the largest 

categories in the product portfolio. Besides buying, my 

responsibility also covers sustainability development, 

origin development and the supply chain team. 

 

Why is cashew important to you? 

Cashew is loved by many consumers in our key 

markets so from a business perspective one of our 

most important products. For me personally, it is 

special as I have good memories from the time I was a 

buyer and sourcing manager Africa. In order to dig in 

deep in the cashew chain, I have spent 3 months with 

the family in India in 2001, and recently 3 months in 

Ivory Coast. These are unforgettable adventures and 

very instrumental to form a vision for the future. 

 

You recently joined forces with Raj Kumar Impex in a 

Joint Venture. Can you please tell us more about it? 

Intersnack Rajkumar Cashew Company is a Joint 

Venture based in Singapore in which Mr. Rajkumar is 

CEO and a representative of Intersnack as CFO  . 

 

What is your vision for the joint venture?   

We bring together expertise and collaborative 

synergies while retaining independency. The joint 

venture will benefit from the Group’s knowledge on 

food safety, quality management and lean 

manufacturing . 

How do you think this joint venture would impact 

your sourcing activities? 

Through Intersnack Rajkumar Cashew Company, we 

will source part of our total needs of cashew nuts. 

Besides that, the joint venture is an effective tool to 

drive sustainability development in the various parts 

of the value chain.  

 

How do you think this joint venture would impact 

the retail industry?  

Retailers and consumer groups expect transparency 

and traceability from its suppliers. Intersnack 

Rajkumar Cashew Company will be able to address 

this better than in the traditional set up of the value 

chain. In case the cashew industry is not able to 

respond to market expectations, which is basically 

the license to operate, others may follow.  

 

Where do you see the dynamic shifts for the African 

Cashew sector ? 

Africa has the crop. Now it must further develop a 

processing industry that offers a food safe and high 

quality product at a price that matches the world 

market. I have visited processing plants in Vietnam in 

October and noted the huge difference in 

productivity between the plants there and in Africa. 

Addressing productivity is absolutely key to develop a 

healthy business.  

 

ComCashew is now in its 3rd project phase. What is 

your advice, where we should focus? 

ComCashew (ACI) is a price winning development 

program because it addresses the real issues in the 

chain. So, continue with programs that have a 

“farmer first” focus; such as GAP and H-PH trainings. 

Other focus areas are organizing farmer groups for  

marketing RCN, making the industry less informal 

through standards, financing means, and payments 

(mobile money). There is still a lot of work to do that 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org


Competitive Cashew initiative  
32, Nortei Ababio Street  
Airport Residential Area  
Accra, GHANA 

p + 233 302 77 41 62  
f + 233 302 77 13 63  
e www.cashew@giz.de   
w www.africancashewinitiative.org   

 19 

also requires efforts by other stakeholders such as 

governments and banks. 

 

Is there anything else you would like us to know ? 

There is a need to professionalize the cashew industry. 

From GAP to shipping, from processing to generic 

marketing. This industry has traditionally been 

dominated by traders, which was not always good for 

the development of the stakeholders in the chain and 

the product. Especially RCN is/was seen as a 

commodity and not as a food ingredient. If we want to 

secure a sustainable future for serious people and 

companies, we need to adapt to a different way of 

doing business.  

 

Interviewed by: Mary Adzanyo, Director Private Sector 

Development, ComCashew/GIZ 

 

 

Nutrition is a very important aspect of everyone’s life 

and enables us to carry on various tasks daily. A 

healthy, balanced diet supplies our bodies with 

essential nutrients for energy, growth, and well-being. 

Our daily food intake also determines the ability of our 

bodies to fight diseases. The cashew tree offers two 

products which supply the body with essential 

micronutrients: Cashew nuts and cashew apples. 

 

Cashew nuts 

Cashew nuts are low in overall fat content compared 

to other nuts but contain monounsaturated fatty acids 

like oleic and palmitoleic acids which are essential 

nutrients for the human immune system. 

Monounsaturated fatty acids help to prevent coronary 

artery disease and strokes by favouring healthy blood 

lipid profile.  

Cashew nuts are an abundant source of essential 

minerals. They have comparatively high levels of iron 

and zinc. A handful of cashew nuts a day in one’s diet 

would provide up to 80 % of the recommended daily 

allowance of these micronutrients. Adequate daily 

intake of zinc and iron are specifically important for 

pregnant and lactating women as well as young 

children since they play a crucial role for growth 

development and blood production. Due to its high 

nutritional value, consumption of cashew nuts 

contributes to an overall adequate supply of nutrients. 

Combining cashew nuts with other nuts and dried 

fruits makes a healthy snack. Cashews can also be 

consumed as part of various dishes. 

Banana-Cashew-Coconut Bread, Photo: ComCashew/GIZ 

 

Cashew apples 

The cashew apple is rarely consumed in West Africa 

and its processing remains a challenge given the nature 

of the cashew harvest. Nevertheless, cashew apples 

are a rich source of vitamins and minerals, especially of 

vitamin C (241 mg/100g). One cashew apple contains 

as much vitamin C as five oranges.  

Vitamin C plays a crucial role in fighting infections and 

is needed as a co-enzyme for various metabolisms.     

On-farm processing is quite common in Mozambique 

where cashew farmers use the ripe apple to make a 

refreshing juice or fry the pulp with spices and eat 

them as a side dish.  

 

Nutritional value of cashew nuts and 
apples  
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Cashew Apple Juice, Photo: ComCashew/GIZ 

 

Authors: Maria Schmidt, Ann-Christin Berger, Anika Reinbott 

(ComCashew/GIZ) 

 

 

 

Name: Vinayak Meharwade  

Position: Vice President  

Institution: Foretell Business 
Solutions Pvt Ltd 

 

Who is behind World Cashew Convention?  

CashewInfo.com (umbrella brand of Foretell Business 

Solutions Pvt Ltd), has been releasing weekly 

newsletter, Cashew Week, Handbooks and has been 

organizing study/business mission tours, research and 

consulting work in cashew since 2001. With its 

immense knowledge, reach and network, 

CashewInfo.com took the initiative of creating a truly 

global platform for cashew in the form of World 

Cashew Convention (WCC) in 2015. WCC 2015 and 

WCC 2016 took place in Dubai. Both received excellent 

response from across the cashew value chain. 

 

What is the objective of WCC and who are its target 

group ? 

The objective of WCC is to create a global platform for 

cashew with an aim to discuss global issues 

concerning the industry, be it raw nuts, processing, 

kernel quality, financing, packing, shipping, etc. We 

believed there was a need to bring all stakeholders 

under one platform at a neutral destination and 

remove any possibility of bias in discussions. WCC 

2016 was attended by over 425 delegates from over 

35 countries, which depicts the true diversity. Having 

said this, the target audience is the entire value chain 

of cashew, be it large farmers, raw nut suppliers, 

buyers, processors, packers, shippers, equipment 

suppliers, associations, government bodies, NGOs, 

etc. 

 

What are the highlights from last WCC in Dubai ? 

"Meeting Buyers Requirements on Quality and Food 

Safety" was the theme of WCC 2016. The buyers of 

RCN from India and Vietnam urged raw cashew 

exporting countries to cap moisture content at 8 % 

maximum at the time of stuffing the container. 

Similarly, it was urged to contain foreign matter 

content, use new jute bags and adhere to contract 

terms. There was a move proposed to develop a 

global standard for raw cashews with the support of 

all producing countries and processors. Draft 

standards were shared. On the kernel side, food 

safety and traceability were key challenges expressed 

by buyers from US and Europe while buying kernels 

from Vietnam and India. With new and stricter 

regulations such as FSMA, best practices is the only 

sustainable mantra. Vietnam and India took notice of 

the challenges expressed. Vinacas agreed to discuss 

these challenges with its members and come back 

with an action plan to mitigate them within six 

months. 

Cashewinfo has been meeting all the associations and 

trade bodies and sharing the recommendations with 

them for further actions. The response from the 

 

Speakers’ Corner:   
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industry has been very encouraging and positive. 

 

Why Singapore for WCC 2017 ? 

The first two years elaborately covered the issues 

concerning the industry, be it quality issues of raw 

nuts, processing challenges, kernel buyers concerns, 

etc. Post event feedback and surveys revealed that 

financing and cost of borrowing is a major challenge 

for raw nut suppliers and also processors. What better 

choice than Singapore, which not only offers good 

banking and financing options, but also has good 

presence of large cashew players and port 

connectivity. We also found from our informal 

feedback that delegates would love to visit Singapore 

considering its proximity to Vietnam and India. Having 

decided Singapore, we have seen very good response 

from sponsors and delegates. The Singapore Tourism 

Board and IE Singapore has offered great assistance 

and support in moving WCC to Singapore. 

 

What is your collaboration with SIETTA and ACA 

conference ? 

We have been working very closely with ACA since 

2009 and have been supporting all their 

developmental initiatives in Africa and outside. 

Likewise, we readily extended our marketing support 

to CCA when they planned SIETTA 2014 and continue 

to work with them in SIETTA 2016 also. Through 

cashewinfo platform, we provide the important 

connect between the producing countries markets and 

the processors in India and Vietnam and kernel 

consumers across the world. Specifically, we have been 

cross-promoting each others events and mutually 

adding value. We have published the French edition of 

Global Cashew Processing Equipment Manufacturers 

Directory for SIETTA 2016 to be launched at the 

forthcoming November 2016 SIETTA Exhibition.  

 

Tell us about the panel on women entrepreneurs/

leaders in the cashew value chain at WCC 2017 in 

February in Singapore? What is it about ? 

For the first time, WCC 2017 would host a Forum for 

"Women Entrepreneurs / Leaders in Cashew Value 

Chain". Cashewinfo has been working on the project 

for over two years now. It would also launch a special 

publication highlighting successful women 

entrepreneurs and their journey so far. We plan to use 

the opportunity to celebrate and congratulate women 

entrepreneurs at the occasion.  

What is the idea behind this panel? 

Women form over 80 % of workforce across cashew 

value chain - be it on farm or in the processing 

factories. They work in the most hostile work 

environments and add immense value. Despite the 

predominant women workforce, the cashew industry 

has very few women leaders. When one examines the 

reasons, several challenges come-up. Asset ownership 

by women in many regions is low. Banks in many 

regions have bias when it comes to lending money to 

women. Hence, it is twice as difficult for women as it is 

for men in the cashew industry to take leadership 

roles. Therefore, it is important that we recognize the 

existing leaders in the cashew value chain and address 

challenges in the systems. It would also be an 

inspiration to upcoming women leaders. The Women 

forum at WCC 2017 is just the beginning. 

 

Who are the speakers on this panel ? 

We have an excellent technical advisory committee 

(TAC) that drives WCC agenda and speakers. Ms. Rita 

Weidinger, Executive Director, ComCashew is a 

member of the TAC. We are happy to inform you that 

Ms. Rita would moderate and lead the discussion on 

Women Forum. I believe their cannot be a better 

person to justify the role than Ms. Rita. Having said 

this, we are in the process of selecting women leaders 

from Africa, India, Vietnam and Europe. We will finalize 

the list by November end and share it through our 

website www.cashewconvention.com.  

 

Any recommendation to ComCashew, a development 

project for the African cashew sector? 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
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ComCashew has been consistently involved in 

developing the cashew value chain and has been 

remarkably successful. In the second phase, 

ComCashew has identified the right path of engaging 

with buyers of cashew kernel in Europe and US and 

aligning with their interest.  With more regulation on 

RCN trade and concessions on local processing, it is 

only a matter of time that India and Vietnam would 

increase their engagement with Africa. We are at a 

crucial inflection point in the cashew industry 

development. ComCashew should enable African 

stakeholders to reach out to India and Vietnam. 

Cashewinfo.com would be happy to support such 

initiatives. 

 

Interviewed by: Swapna, Assistant Vice President, Foretell 

Business Solutions  

 

 

In the spirit of cooperation and joint achievement 

ComCashew continues to share the DAC prize with its 

partners and stakeholders in the cashew sector. The 

prize was recently presented to the following partners 

in Abidjan, Ivory Coast.  

 

Centre National de Recherche Agronomique (CNRA): 

DAC prize presentation to the Centre National de 

Recherche Agronomique (CNRA) de Côte d’Ivoire in 

Abidjan for their participation in the Cashew Matching 

Fund and contribution to cashew knowledge. CNRA 

worked on the selection of improved planting 

materials for Ivory Coast. CNRA selected over 100 

improved cashew trees in partnership with 

ComCashew and the Conseil du Coton et de l’Anacarde 

(CCA). They also demonstrated top-working to farmers 

in two cashew regions in Ivory Coast using the 

improved planning materials. Research work on 

these trees continues. 

 

GIZ in Ivory Coast was presented with the DAC prize 

for their tremendous administrative and technical 

support to GIZ/ComCashew. 

Université Félix Houphouët-Boigny and the 

ComCashew shares DAC Prize 

with Partners in Ivory Coast  

From left: Dr. Amoncho Adiko , Senior Scientist and Scientific Advi-

sor in charge of international cooperation, Mary Adzanyo, Director 

Private Sector Development (GIZ/ComCashew), Cynthia Benon, 

Training Officer (GIZ/ComCashew), Dr. Achille N’da Adopo: Chef de 

Programme Anacarde, Mangue, Papaye  

Source: ComCashew/GIZ 

From left to right: Dr. Michael Dreyer, Country Director, GIZ Cote 

d’Ivoire and Mr. Alain Rousseau, Chargé de la Composante Filières 

Source: ComCashew/GIZ  
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Laboratoire de Physiologie Végétale. 

The two partners received the DAC Prize for their role 

in identifying the most important economic pests and 

diseases in the 2 regions in Ivory Coast. In addition, the 

partners also evaluated the impact of the pest and 

diseases on the income of cashew farmers in 

cooperation with the Conseil du Coton et de 

l’Anacarde (CCA) and ComCashew. Intervention 

mechanisms on best practices of controlling the pests 

and diseases are on course. The prize was received at 

multiple levels: 

1. By the research team led by Prof. Daouda Koné and 

Dr. Sibirina Soro in the presence of the following 

team members: Dr. Cherif Mamadou and Dr. 

Camara Brahima   

From left to right: Dr. Sibirina Soro, Dr. Cherif Mamadou, Mary 
Adzanyo, Prof. Daouda Koné and Dr. Camara Brahima 

Source: ComCashew/GIZ 

 

2. The prize was then presented to Prof. Kouamlan 

Essetchi Paul, Dean of the Unité de Formation et de 

recherché Bioscience at the UFHB. 

3. The Vice Chancellor of the University (Le Président 

du UFHB) Prof. Abou Karamoko  

 

 

 

Prof Kouamlan, head of the unit in charge of research (2nd from the 

right); Source: ComCashew/GIZ 

Prof. Karamoko, 2nd from the left; Source: ComCashew/GIZ 

 

Technoserve: The DAC prize was presented to 

Technoserve in Abidjan for their key role in the 

implementation of the ComCashew (previously ACi) 

project. Technoserve focuses on attracting investors 

and providing technical assistance to cashew 

processors in all ComCashew countries and beyond. 

The DAC prize was received by Mr. Shakti Pal, 

Processing Manager and Mr. Daouda YAO, Senior 

Business Advisor. 
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Olam received the prize for its immense contribution 

to the success of the GIZ/ComCashew project during 

the first two phases and involvement in the steering of 

the project, processing, participation in the cashew 

matching fund projects and support to cashew farmers 

in several African countries.  

 

Author: Mary Adzanyo, Director Private Sector Development 

ComCashew/ GIZ 

 

 

 

The market is now approaching the end of the 2016 

peak cashew kernel buying period as the seasonal 

demand of Diwali (India), Thanksgiving (USA) and 

Christmas passes. This year we have seen cashew 

kernels reach record levels with WW320 at one point 

trading at US$4.65 per lb FOB before settling back to a 

range of US$ 4.40 - 4.50 per lb as we write. This 

marked an increase in the price during the season of 

US$ 1.05 per lb or 30 %. This is difficult for buyers to 

deal with going forward, especially when they are 

also experiencing many contract defaults and failures 

by suppliers. The impact on demand in 2016 has 

been relatively minor. It usually takes 12 - 18 months 

for price rises to have a major impact, but when 

prices increase for supermarkets we are sure to see 

some reaction. However, the strength of demand for 

tree nuts, especially in the USA, is likely to mean that 

the impact on demand is not as high as feared in our 

view.   

The 2016 price rise in kernels reflected the rise in 

RCN prices, which has been ongoing for the past 

three seasons, during which processors came under 

pressure, as they were caught between a stable 

cashew kernel price and rising RCN prices. The rising 

kernels price might have offered some relief but  

unfortunately for processors, the RCN prices rose 

further during the 2016 season. Having started in 

West Africa in the range of US$ 1,300 - 1,500 per 

tonne CFR India/Vietnam prices moved upwards 

recently reaching levels of US$ 2,300 per tonne CFR

(Indonesian 53/54 lbs) and US$ 2,200 per tonne CFR

(Tanzanian 51/53 lbs). Farmers have seen much 

better prices in 2016. In some countries farm gate 

prices reached a peak of US$ 1,000 per tonne due to 

the lower crop and competition for supply. Farmers 

who experienced lower volumes as a result may not 

have benefitted to the extent that a simple price 

comparison might show and they remain the most 

vulnerable in the value chain to bother the weather 

and price fluctuations.  

The Cashew Market Update  

From left to right: Mr. Shakti Pal, Processing Manager , Mary 
Adzanyo and Mr. Daouda YAO, Senior Business Advisor 
Source: ComCashew/GIZ  
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As we head toward the end of the year, some 

processors in India, just like their West African 

counterparts earlier in the year, are choosing to reduce 

processing or close down altogether until RCN prices 

alleviate. Processors who have their costs under 

control operating mechanised units can continue to 

operate at tight margins to execute their orders and 

keep their processing plants working. SIETTA 2016 will 

give us an opportunity to view the technology which 

has helped them do this. In the medium term it seems 

that a rationalisation in processing will come about, if 

the tight relationship between RCN prices and kernels 

prices persists. Processors, who are efficient seem 

likely to grow but unfortunately processors who are 

cutting corners on quality, food safety and labour 

practices may also continue to emerge during this 

period. However, the current level of RCN pricing 

seems overpriced and unsustainable,  given that there 

is little interest among buyers to make decisions for 

forward commitments based on current kernels 

pricing.    

The new cashew crop year 2016/17 has started with a 

positive outlook for production. During the period 

October-January approximately 18 % of the Worlds 

cashew crop is harvested mainly in Brazil, Tanzania 

and, Indonesia. The Brazilian crop is forecast at 

214,000 tonnes by IBGE which, although far off the 

highs of production, would mark a significant recovery 

from the disappointing crops of recent years, if the 

estimate proves to be accurate. Tanzanian authorities 

and trade are also estimating a better crop this year. 

The Cashew Board of Tanzania estimates the crop at 

250,000 tonnes which would be a record crop, whilst 

trade sources are more conservative with estimates in 

the region of 200,000 tonnes. Indonesian crop 

estimates tend to vary widely. Initial forecasts for this 

year were in the region of 100 - 110,000 tonnes but 

reports lately suggest that this may be a little lower. If 

we add the Mozambique crop to these, approximately 

600,000 tonnes of RCN will come to market before the 

new crop in the Northern Hemisphere from February. 

This seems unlikely to relieve the supply situation in 

any major way, given the low level of inventory and 

the average usage of RCN of approximately 230,000 

tonnes per month. The real relief in the supply position 

will come when the crops in Vietnam, India and Ivory 

Coast are harvested from February onwards.  

Cashew demand in 2016 is reported as good to very 

good. However, imports to the USA for the first eight 

months are 9.9 % below the 2015 figure. This probably 

needs to be viewed in the context of very strong 2015 

figures, as 2016 remains well ahead of the 2014 figure. 

The other major Western market, the EU looks healthy 

with Vietnamese exports up 13 % to the UK and the 

Netherlands and 24 % up to Germany. Vietnamese 

exports overall to the end of September are up 5.8 %,  

mainly at the expense of Indian exporters where 

export has again fallen reflecting a greater interest in 

the Indian domestic market. The continued 

competition for RCN is outlined by the rise in Vietnams 

imports again this year with almost 800,000 tonnes 

imported to the end of September up 6.4 % in 2015.  

In the longer term the prospects for demand remain 

positive with trends in consumption in established 

markets, and growth in emerging markets pointing 

toward increased interest in tree nuts. Cashew nuts 

will benefit from this especially, if some of the ongoing 

research proves the health benefits of cashew 

consumption. Such proof would allow brands and 

retailers to market cashews in the way that other nuts,  

especially almonds have been. 

2016 so far has been a year when kernels prices caught 

up with RCN prices only to see RCN prices raise again. 

It has been a year when the trends in demand have 

remained positive in all markets, giving an outlook 

where the problem will not be selling cashews but 

finding enough supply to meet the demand. It has 

been a year when the challenges for processors in 

Africa but also in Asia have intensified, demanding 

better management, more/better technology and 

better market intelligence for success. Where better to 

discuss these issues than at SIETTA 2016, the best 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org


26  

Competitive Cashew initiative  
32, Nortei Ababio Street  
Airport Residential Area  
Accra, GHANA 

p + 233 302 77 41 62  
f + 233 302 77 13 63  
e www.cashew@giz.de   
w www.africancashewinitiative.org   

cashew processing equipment exhibition in the World?  

Author: Jim Fitzpatrick, Ingredient Sourcing Solutions 

 

Guinée : le lucratif marché de la noix de cajou  

TV5monde , Juillet 29, 2016  

La Guinée diversifie ses productions agricoles en 

s'engageant dans la culture des noix de cajou. Un 

marché bien plus rentable que celui des minerais . 

Regarder la Vidéo 

 

ComCashew holds Session 2 to promote African 

Cashew Value Chain 

myjoyonline, August 08, 2016 

The Competitive Cashew initiative (ComCashew) will 

hold the 2nd session of the 3rd edition of the Master 

Training Program for cashew value chain promotion 

from August 8-12 in Sunyani  Read more 

 

Trade Ministry moves to promote cashew value chain 

in Africa 

GNA, August 17, 2016  

The Ministry of Trade and Industry (MoTI), has 

introduced master training programme (MTP) for the 

promotion of cashew value chains in Africa. Read more 

 

Les transformateurs de noix de cajou en Côte d'Ivoire 

formés au commerce international  

Commodafrica , Août  23, 2016 

Un atelier de formation des transformateurs locaux de 

noix de cajou au commerce international s'est ouvert 

hier à Abidjan à l’initiative de l’Alliance africaine du 

cajou (l'ACA), en collaboration avec l’Institut de 

technologies tropicales (I2T) et le ministère ivoirien de 

l’Industrie . Lire la suite 

 

Burkina Faso : quand les coques de noix de cajou 

sont génératrices d’énergie  

Les Smarts Grids , Août 27 , 2016 

En Afrique de l'Ouest, et plus particulièrement au 

Burkina Faso, la culture de la noix de cajou est un 

secteur dynamique. Les associations Rongead et 

Cefrepade ont décidé de lancer le projet Cajouvalor, 

qui consiste en la valorisation des déchets issus des 

cycles de productions de cette industrie . Lire la suite 

 

7 reasons to be nuts over the cashew  

International Business Times, September 12, 2016 

The cashew nut often gets overshadowed by the 

more celebrated nuts, like almonds and hazelnuts, 

but it's more than just another ingredient to be used 

as garnish in desserts. It has got many health benefits 

that not many know about. Read more 

African cashew nuts flood market  

Decan Chronicle, September 28, 2016  

In the last two years, cashew production has fallen to 

25 per cent of total crop in state . Read more  

Association to introduce alternative diesel from 

cashew apple 

The Eagle online, October 14, 2016 

The National Cashew Association of Nigeria has 

concluded arrangement to introduce alternative 

diesel from the cashew apple, as a step toward 

developing cashew value chains . Read more 

 

Côte d'Ivoire: l'anacarde peine à passer le cap de la 

transformation 

Le 360 Afrique , Octobre 14, 2016. 

Introduit dans le nord ivoirien par des programmes 

de reforestation dans les années 70 afin de contrer 

l'avancée du désert, l'anacarde connaît un 

développement certain dans cette région… Lire la 

suite 

Cashew in the News 
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Tanzanie: le premier ministre ordonne la 

restructuration du conseil de l’anacarde 

Agence Ecofin,  Octobre 19, 2016 

En Tanzanie, le premier ministre Kassim Majaliwa 

(photo) a ordonné une restructuration de la direction 

du conseil de l’anacarde du pays. Le dirigeant a 

expliqué cette décision par l’incapacité de l’institution 

à produire du résultat et à respecter les consignes qui 

lui ont été données par l’exécutif . Lire la suite  

 

3ème édition du programme des maîtres formateurs 

pour la chaîne de valeur de cajou africain: ouverture à 

Abidjan de la troisième session de formation   

Abidjan.net , Octobre 24, 2016 

En collaboration avec l'Alliance Africaine du Cajou 

(ACA), soutenu par le Conseil Coton Anacarde (CCA) de 

la Côte d'Ivoire, l'Initiative du Cajou Compétitif 

dénommée ComCashew a ouvert la troisième session 

de la troisième édition du programme de formation 

des maîtres formateurs pour la promotion de la chaîne 

de valeur de cajou africain ce lundi 24 octobre à 

Abidjan. Lire la suite 

 

AfDB loan to revive West cashew industry 

Zambia Daily Mail, October 28 , 2016 

WHEN African Development Bank (AfDB) Zambia 

country office agricultural expert Lewis Bangwe met 

stakeholders for the Cashew Infrastructure 

Development Project (CIDP) workshop in Mongu last 

week, it was like any other talk show ).  Read more 

 

Cashew Prices Are About to Go Nuts 

Bloomberg,  October 31 ,2016 

The global popularity of the kidney-shaped nut has 

been growing faster than any other tree nut -- even 

almonds. Demand jumped 53 percent since 2010 and 

outpaced production in at least four of the past seven 

years, industry data show. Now the worst drought in a 

century for Vietnam, the largest exporter, is  raising 

concern that supplies will be even tighter in a market 

valued at $5.2 billion . Read more 

 

Market in India likely to remain firm till March 2017 

The Financial Express, November 2 , 2016 

The cashew nut market is estimated to rally higher due 

to short supply of nuts in Vietnam and India, traders 

said. The market is already tending higher and with 

demand outpacing supply, the market is likely to move 

up to record levels . Read more  

 

Côte d’Ivoire/ SIETTA 2016 : au moins 1200 

producteurs de cajou du Worodougou et du Haut-

Sassandra seront présents à Abidjan  

Agence Ivoirienne  de Presse , Novembre 3, 2016. 

Introduit dans le nord ivoirien par des programmes de 

reforestation dans les années 70 afin de contrer 

l'avancée du désert, l'anacarde connaît un 

développement certain dans cette région… Lire la suite 

 

Shortage of cashews puts supply issues in nutshell 

The Times, November 5,  2016  

Never mind Marmite. Now it is the turn of a less 

divisive corner of the larder to become sharply more 

expensive. Cashew nuts, of which Britain is the world’s 

eighth-largest consumer, are in short supply because 

of a disastrous harvest in Vietnam, according to 

traders. Read More 

 

Tanzania: Cashew Market in Turkey Begs for Supplies   

allAfrica, November 10, 2016 

Tanzanians can benefit from lucrative cashew nut 

market in Turkey which begs for more supplies of the 

popular snack, a Turkey Embassy official has said . Read 

more 

 

 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org
http://www.agenceecofin.com/noix-de-cajou/1910-41799-tanzanie-le-premier-ministre-ordonne-la-restructuration-du-conseil-de-l-anacarde
http://news.abidjan.net/h/602782.html
https://www.daily-mail.co.zm/?p=83968
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-10-31/snack-food-sticker-shock-for-cashew-eaters-after-vietnam-drought
http://www.financialexpress.com/markets/commodities/market-in-india-likely-to-remain-firm-till-march-2017/436047/
http://aip.ci/cote-divoire-sietta-2016-au-moins-1200-producteurs-de-cajou-du-worodougou-et-du-haut-sassandra-seront-presents-a-abidjan/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/business/shortage-of-cashews-puts-supply-issues-in-a-nutshell-dclgb9cz2
http://allafrica.com/stories/201611100570.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201611100570.html
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Name: Maria Schmidt 

Position: Advisor, Sector Organization  

 

What position do you currently hold in ComCashew ? 

I am an Advisor on Sector Organization at ComCashew, 

with a specific focus on the project’s francophone 

project countries, namely Benin, Burkina Faso and 

Côte d’Ivoire. 

 

How long have you worked with GIZ? 

I joined GIZ in 2014 as an intern for the African Cashew 

initiative (ACi), first at the headquarters in Eschborn. 

Four months later I continued my internship in 

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. In January 2016, I joined the 

team in Accra in my current position. 

 

Tell us a little about your professional background ? 

I studied social and political sciences in a German-

French exchange program at University of Stuttgart 

and Sciences Po Bordeaux. This program led after 5 

years to a double degree, thus a Bachelor and Master’s 

degree in Empiric Social Sciences as well as a Master in 

International Cooperation and Development. My 

academic background has a strong focus on 

international relations and Sub-Saharan Africa. This led 

to my first professional experience at the Friedrich 

Ebert Foundation, a German political foundation, at 

their Cotonou Office in Benin. After this first 

experience in West Africa I joined GIZ. 

 

Tell us briefly about how you got to where you are 

currently. 

I think that I got where I currently am, because I am a 

very curious person, always willing to learn and 

discover new things and persons. I am very 

interested in international relations and cooperation 

between countries and have always wanted to work 

in an international environment. This motivation and 

of course the great support of all people around me 

in the past and today got me where I am currently. 

 

What is your source of motivation? 

To see how we all can have an impact on the project, 

each of us in his position and by contributing in our 

own way to achieve common goals. Great teamwork 

motivates me to contribute to a common goal.  

 

What are the roles of your new position? What are 

the required skills to fill in this position? 

Supporting the organization of the cashew sector, 

especially in our francophone partner countries 

Benin, Burkina Faso and Côte d’Ivoire. This includes 

policy analysis, organization of sector and 

stakeholder meetings as well as giving technical and 

political advice. The skills required to fill this position 

are strong analytic capacities, appropriate 

communication according to the different partners 

and a high flexibility because of constant changes in 

daily work. 

 

What are some of the challenges you are 

encountering in your new position? 

Communication with partners can sometimes be 

challenging and can lead to misunderstandings. You 

always have to be mindful of the complexity of the 

sector and the multiple interests of actors, especially 

when it comes to public actors. 

 

What are some of the things you hope to achieve in 

your new position and in ComCashew? 

I hope to contribute to the successful creation of an 

international sector platform of cashew-producing 

ComCashew Staff  

Profile:  

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org


Competitive Cashew initiative  
32, Nortei Ababio Street  
Airport Residential Area  
Accra, GHANA 

p + 233 302 77 41 62  
f + 233 302 77 13 63  
e www.cashew@giz.de   
w www.africancashewinitiative.org   

 29 

countries. We are currently working on this and it 

would be a huge step towards a better organization of 

the sector, first on a Pan-African level and who knows, 

maybe even on an international level. 

 

How does your component (Sector Organization) 

contribute to the work of ComCashew? 

Our component contributes to the overall project 

objective of building a better, stronger and sustainable 

organization of the cashew sector. We work very 

closely with all the other project components- 

production, processing and supply chain linkages. By 

organizing stakeholder meetings, supporting the 

organization of actors along the value chain, providing 

political advice and analysis, the department of Sector 

Organization contributes to the sustainability of the 

sector. 

 

What does your component aim at achieving in Phase 

III? 

By the end of this phase III, our department aims to 

see empowered, well-organized and connected actors 

in the cashew sector, engaged in the sustainable 

development of the a competitive value chain and 

contributing to the project objective to create value 

and reduce poverty sustainably. 

 

What are some of the challenges you are 

encountering in your component? 

Working with various partners and actors in the sector 

who all have their own interests can be very 

challenging. The challenge is to communicate well and 

create the opportunity for exchanges, so that those 

different interests can all contribute to our common 

objective, to develop a sustainable and competitive 

value chain. 

 

What do you enjoy most about your job? 

The variety of tasks, partners and exchanges. I enjoy 

the fact that our department works closely with all 

other departments as it provides me the opportunity 

to learn a lot. Last but not least, I must admit that I 

greatly enjoy working in an Anglophone and 

francophone environment . 

 

What does Maria do when she is not working? 

When I am not busy with work, I spend a lot of time 

reading all kinds of newspapers and I am very 

passionate about international politics. I love to spend 

time with friends, discovering new things and as often 

as I can I try to travel and discover new countries and 

people. 

 

Tell us a bit about your family. 

I am the only child of a French mother and a German 

father. I grew up in Germany, in Wiesbaden, close to 

Frankfurt, but I spent a lot of time travelling to the 

French part of my family, living in Burgundy. 

 

Two words you would say to anyone who aspires to 

be like Maria Schmidt. 

Always smile!  

 

Interviewed by: Sylvia Pobee, Communication officer 
ComCashew/ GIZ 

 

 

 

Production 

With the start of the project´s third phase, this year is 
more dedicated to designing of new training materials 
(Nursery Management, Grafting, Topworking, FBS in 
Cote d’Ivoire, etc.) and reviewing existing ones with 

Along the Cashew Value Chain 
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National Partners (the case of Bénin).  

A total of only 1,500 farmers out of the 8.366 farmers 

targeted in this first year of the third phase have been 

fully trained. The trainings took place in Mozambique.  

842,358 seedlings have been produced and distributed 

to farmers in ComCashew intervention area in 

Nampula (Mozambique) by INCAJU during this planting 

season. 

The introduction of Farmer Business School (FBS) 

approach in Côte d´Ivoire in Cashew sector has started 

successfully. To date, training materials have been 

adapted and a pool of resource persons from national 

partner institutions have been trained on the 

approach. Field test training has been conducted in 

Bouna and training materials are currently under 

review to come up with an advanced version by the 

end of 2016. 

The study on “Effect of integrating beekeeping into 

cashew production systems in Cote d’Ivoire” is 

ongoing. After the exploratory mission, the consultant, 

Dr. Aidoo, conducted a field visit to set up all the 

experimental farms together with field officers of key 

stakeholders involved (DPDDA II and CCA). In total, 37 

bee colonies were set in 14 Cashew farms in Boundiali, 

Seguela and Tortiya for data collection on all the 

experimental farms in targeted communities. 

Under the lead of Production Director, the component 

is also working to shape the new Competitive African 

Peanut Initiative (CAPI) to be started under 

ComCashew, and independently in late 2017.  

Author: Florian Winckler Director Production, 
ComCashew/ GIZ  

 
Monitoring & Evaluation: 

The Monitoring & Evaluation Unit of ComCashew has 

been through a process of repositioning to roll-out the 

implementation of the strategy and approach for 

phase 3. The phase 3 strategy and approach aims to 

embed ComCashew M&E in the Umbrella 

programme on Agriculture value chain, as well to 

further strengthening of ownership of national 

institutions roles especially in data collection, 

analysis, storage and reporting. A brief update on 

what has been achieved are stated below:  

Umbrella programme on Agriculture value chain: 

As part of this internal programme, the M&E unit has 

been working with the Umbrella M&E team at 

Eschborn HQ, Germany on indicators to be reported 

on, and others linked with the SDG, strategy and 

structure of the Umbrella Projects M&E, Tools, and 

support for the development of an Umbrella website 

and link to project websites. A workshop meeting has 

been proposed for all M&E representatives on the 4 

regional component projects in December 2016 at 

Eschborn presentation and discussions on work done 

to date, and decisions on the way forward towards 

finalization of the Umbrella programme M&E 

structure, and website development .  

 

Towards strengthening of Ownership of National 

Institution data management: 

Internally, a workstream comprising of M&E and 

Component Heads to review and develop a model a 

new Vision of Success for determining family income 

has been completed. The vision of success model 

which is based on Economic Case Studies (ECS), will 

unlike the previous model which only determine 

cashew income, will help to calculate family income. 

In addition, the new model also factor directly into 

the calculations, the labour cost of farmers. 

The first draft of M&E plan has also been finalized. 

Linked to this work, M&E Calendar for 2017, and 

activity plans have all been finalized. In addition, Fact 

Sheets for key Surveys and Studies that are planned 

for 2017 and beyond have been developed to 

support Component Heads/Country Account Holders 

engagement with national partners to roll-up plans 

for 2017 within all project countries. 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
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As part of effort to strength the Capacity of the M&E 

unit for effect support to national partners, additional 

expert is being recruited in readiness for programme 

expansion to 2 new Countries (Sierra Leone, and Togo), 

as well as beefing capacity for support to other 

countries . 

Surveys & Studies: 

Yield Survey (YS):  Based on request and demand, 

ComCashew and Gebana Afrique undertook Yield 

Surveys in their areas of operation in Burkina Faso in 

2016. The data collection and entries have all been 

completed, and currently at analysis stage. There are 

plans for 2017 to undertake Yield surveys in two new 

project countries; Sierra Leone and Togo 

simultaneously with baseline survey beginning from 

January 2017 .  

Economic Case Study (ECS): An extensive data 

collection with 126 farmers in four countries has been 

undertaken in 2015/16. The farmers kept record of 

their farming system for a whole year under guidance 

of master trainers. Information gathered mainly 

concerns cost and revenue from production of cashew 

as well as other food and cash crops. The result will be 

shared with ComCashew Board members, then with 

the country partners, and other stakeholders who took 

part in the studies. There are plans to repeat the ECS in 

all five (5) intervention countries in 2017 . 

Baseline Studies: In 2016 ComCashew undertook a 

Household Dietary Diversity Score (HDDS) baseline 

survey to provide baseline figures for phase 3 objective 

and indicator on nutrition.  The survey was conducted 

in all 5 project countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote 

d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Mozambique). The data which 

was collected at the height of the hunger season, are 

currently being analysed, and a report will be ready by 

end of November 2016. As part of the plans for 2017, 

initial baseline surveys are scheduled for two new 

ComCashew intervening countries of Sierra Leone and 

Togo at the beginning of 2017 .  

Author: William Agyekum, M&E Manager, 

ComCashew/ GIZ  

Processing 

A guide for Establishment of a new cashew processing 

unit and processing.  

Cashew processing presents huge opportunities for 

new investment in Africa. With 53% of the world’s 

cashew produced in Africa as well as the proximity of 

Africa to Markets, the current demand growth of 7-

10% per annum of the kernel market is definitely an 

opportunity to tap into.  To ensure availablility of 

technical knowledge, ComCashew prepares a set of 

guides on processing . 

Cashew processing is a major challenge for various 

African countries. For this reason, ComCashew, 

through its processing and private sector development 

component, began to develop guides to assist 

processors and also new investors with the different 

stages of cashew processing; ‘Good practices in 

processing in compliance with the rules of hygiene and 

food safety’, ‘Technical standards for the installation 

(installation) of a new processing unit’. These books 

will soon be available on the ComCashew website  

(www.comcashew.org). . 

ComCashew Support in the organization of SIETTA 

2016  

In terms of SIETTA, ComCashew as partner of the 

Cotton Council and the Anacarde (CCA) provides 

support and expertise for the organization of SIETTA at 

various levels. 

SIETTA Scientific Committee: this committee is 

responsible for proposing the topics to be brought 

before the panels and also, in choosing speakers and 

moderators. 

Planning and organization of Business to Business (B to 

B): enabling all processing companies, equipment 

manufacturers, financial institutions, producer 

research institutes, visitors, start-ups, etc. to establish 

partnerships for the promotion and the development 

of the cashew industry in Africa and around the world. 

We welcome all investors and Businessmen and 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
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women to SIETTA 2016. 

Have a good interaction and business!  

Author: Mary Adzanyo, Director Private Sector 

Development,  ComCashew/ GIZ  

 

Sector Organisation 

ComCashew supports CCA (the Cotton and Cashew 

Board in Côte d’Ivoire) with the organization of a 

ministerial concertation meeting of cashew producing 

countries.  A first concertation meeting was organized 

jointly by ComCashew and CCA on 15.04. in Accra. This 

meeting brought together government representatives 

of 10 cashew producing countries and led to the Accra 

Declaration, which included the recommendation to 

introduce a permanent concertation platform for 

African cashew stakeholders to maintain a technical 

and political dialogue in a formal setting and to 

strengthen their cooperation. This platform for African 

cashew producing countries will be launched on 

November 17th, 2016 in the framework of the second 

edition of the Cashew Processing Equipment and 

Technologies Exhibition (SIETTA 2016) from the 

November 17th - 19th, 2016. The topic of this high 

level meeting of stakeholders and partners of the 

African Cashew will be “African cashew: Together we 

build sustainable and inclusive growth”.  

The second edition of SIETTA  (Salon International des 

Equipements et Technologies de Transformation de 

l’Anacarde/ Cashew Processing Equipment and 

Technologies Exhibition) will take place from the 

November 17th - 19th, 2016 at Palais de la Culture, 

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. As for SIETTA 2014, ComCashew 

is supporting CCA with the organization of SIETTA 2016 

in several organizational committee: communication 

committee, scientific committee and sales & logistics. 

ComCashew provides technical and organizational 

support to the different workshops, assures the 

promotion of SIETTA 2016 via Social Media and the 

ComCashew network and largely contributed to 

international sales of the exhibition. ComCashew will 

also be represented at the exhibition area with a 

booth. Come and visit us!  

ComCashew is in the process of establishing a 

trilateral cooperation with Brazil (Brazilian 

Development Agency, Embrapa as the Brazilian 

Agricultural Research Corporation), Germany 

(German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 

and Development - BMZ, ComCashew/GIZ) and 

Ghana (Ministry of Food and Agriculture) on 

improved planting material development and 

transfer of cashew by-product processing 

technologies. The duration of the project is two years 

with a total investment of 700,000 Euros face the 

challenges of the cashew sector, the meeting served 

as a framework to discuss the challenges and 

potentials of the African cashew sector.  

Author: Ann-Christin Berger & Maria Schmidt, Advisor 

Sector Organization, ComCashew/ GIZ 

 
 

Supply Chain Linkages & Matching Fund 

During the second phase of the Competitive Cashew 

Initiative (ComCashew), the project focused 

specifically on supply chain linkages with the 

objective of promoting a stable and sustainable 

business relationship among farmer groups, 

processors, and retailers. The belief was that farmers 

needed effective linkage to markets for their raw 

nuts, in order to ensure stable prices for their 

produce and processors, on the other hand, wanted 

consistent supply to ensure they were operating at 

optimum capacity at a reduced cost.  

The Cashew Matching Grant Fund (MGF) which was 

setup as key instrument for joint project 

implementation, used a total grant of $ 5.09 million 

to leverage a contribution of $ 7.11 million from both 

private and public partners from February 2013 to 

April 2016.   

This fund has helped to improve the lives and 
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businesses of farmers and processors in 6 African 

countries namely Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire 

Ghana, Kenya and Mozambique. Out of a total of 27 

projects, 12 projects with a total investment of $ 5.11 

million were involved in improved planting, while the 

remaining 15 projects, with total cost of $ 7.11million, 

were engaged in building supply chain linkages. 

From June to July 2016, an impact assessment was 

conducted to measure project achievement with the 

Matching Fund in Burkina Faso and Ghana. The results 

showed spectacular performance by the Fund in the 

area of research into improved planting material 

development. The study provided a qualitative and 

quantitative assessment and analysis of the processes 

and results of the project as per project Key 

Performance Indicators, analysed intervention effects 

and identified areas where improvement may be 

necessary to enhance impact.  

Generally, the conclusion of the impact study was that 

the Matching Fund Projects implementation have been 

quite effective. Many positive achievements have been 

made in the area of improved planting material 

development and the results will surely make 

significant improvement in the lives of cashew farmers. 

The promotion of private nurseries as well as training 

of more grafters were identified as areas requiring 

further attention. 

In this third phase, it is the hope of ComCashew that 

sustainable development of the cashew value chain 

will be inclusive and that the complex challenges that 

the cashew sector is faced with will be solved through 

the use of integrated solutions. The project embraces 

continuous quality improvement and a culture of 

impact, accountability and capacity development.   

Authors: Ernest Mintah, Director Business Linkage & 

Ernest Agbavito, Matching Fund Manager 

ComCashew/ GIZ   

Management 

The After half a year in the 3rd Phase of ComCashew, 

we are consolidating Phase 2, and brushing up the 

plans for Phase 3. The Bill- and Melinda Gates 

Foundation during a discussion with the Market Access 

Group in Seattle has rated the Cashew initiative as one 

of the extremely successful projects. However, under 

the revised strategies, where they focus on few priority 

countries and align with government priority 

commodities, so far cashew has not figured for further 

support. Richard Rogers, the Senior Programme 

Manager, at the Foundation, has shown his continuous 

commitment during the recent graduation of the 

master training programme in Abidjan.   

Whilst concentrating on priorities and main funding 

from German Federal Ministry of Economic 

Cooperation and Development (BMZ) providing 8 

million EURO until end of 2018, we also deepen our 

plans with the African, Caribbean and Pacific countries 

(ACP) Secretariat, where a major contribution is 

foreseen through the 11th European Development 

Fund (EDF). IDH´s commitment to continue to co-fund 

the matching grant, has allowed 7 new projects – 5 for 

supply linkages and 2 for improved planting material – 

to kick off. Discussions are held also with USAID 

regarding the best way to support the actors, 

especially for a private sector led development.  

A major change in the actors landscape is expected 

with the initiation of the government platform – the 

International Consultative and Technical Cashew 

Council (ICTCC), to be launched during the upcoming 

SIETTA. An international coordination body for the 

sector incites ComCashew for a new way of alignment 

and support mechanism. Our first response is to install 

an office in Abidjan/ Côte d´Ivoire, with Dr. Bernard 

Agbo, who starts with ComCashew in January, in 

charge of the component of sector organization.  

Dr. Agbo was Director Production in the first Phase of 

ACi and knows the sector from farm to processing to 

policy levels. With a research and organisations 

background, he worked the last few years under the 

Africa wide Agricultural support programme (CAADP/

NEPAD) focusing on training and capacity development 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
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in the sector. We are extremely happy to have Bernard 

back in the team!  

.Congratulations :  

We would like to take the opportunity to congratulate 

Mr. Florentino Nanque, the new President of ACA and 

his new executive committee. We look forward to 

continuous collaboration with you. 

 We also  congratulate Wim Schipper and Bas van den 

Brink on their new positions, in Intersnack. Wim is now 

the Procurement Director Food for ISP. Bas has moved 

from IDH to become Intersnack’s sustainability 

manager. 

Congratulations to Mr. Moussa Ouedraogo, the new 

Director General of CNSF. Mr. Ouedrago took part in 

ComCashew’s Master Training Program. We are very 

proud of this achievement.  

We have with great joy learned of the appointment of 

Dr. Patrice Adégbola to the head of the National 

Agricultural Research Institute of Benin (INRAB) as 

Managing Director. He has in the last five years been 

involved in the implementation of ComCashew's 

activities in Benin, particularly in baseline studies and 

yield surveys. We have known you to be very 

passionate not towards the development of the 

agricultural sector in general but also for your 

pertinent contributions during the last years in the 

Benin’s cashew sector. The entire ComCashew team 

sends its compliments to the new Director General for 

this promotion . 

 

Author: Rita Weidinger, Executive Director 
ComCashew/ GIZ   

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop on exchange and concertation of 

stakeholders of the cashew sector Burkina Faso 

From 06 September to 9 September 2016 a cashew 

sector stakeholder’s workshop was held in Bobo 

Dioulasso. The workshop was chaired by the Director 

General of the Direction General de Promotion de 

Economie Rurale (DGPER). Its main objective was to 

facilitate exchanges between cashew actors and to 

revive dialogue along the value chains as well as to 

propose actions to promote the cashew sector in 

Burkina Faso. The workshop brought together direct 

actors (producers, processors and traders), state 

support structures (Ministry of Agriculture and 

Ministry of Commerce) and technical and financial 

partners (ComCashew, FairMatch Support, and SNV 

self Help Africa) . 

The key result of the workshop is the affirmation of 

all actors to work towards the proper functioning of 

the interprofession and also meet frequently to work 

towards the overall development of the cashew 

sector to the benefit of all direct actors (producers, 

processors and traders)    

ComCashew promotes Cashew Sec-
tor  Development Activities in Con-
ference and Meetings worldwide 
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10th ACA World Cashew Festival & Expo  

This year’s Annual ACA World Cashew Festival and 

Expo took place from 19th to 22nd September in 

Bissau, Guinea Bissau. The festival themed, “A Decade 

of Transformation” was the 10th edition and brought 

together actors and stakeholders of the cashew value 

chain. New members of the executive Committee were 

elected with Mr. Florentino Nanque as the president. 

Rita Weidinger, Executive Director of ComCashew 

attended the event, sharing memories from the 

inception aera of ACA which she knows personally 

since its beginning . 

 

ProCIV-Togo  Technical workshop 

From 11th to 13th July 2016, the Regional Production 

Advisor of ComCashew carried out a technical support 

workshop for the ProCIV-Togo team within the 

framework of the development of Improved Planting 

Materials. 

For three days, Mohamed Salifou worked with 

colleagues from Togo to design a plan for Scion banks 

establishment, experimental plantations and producer 

plantations with different clones from Ghana. 

At the end of the mission, recommendations for 

monitoring and data collection at each individual plots 

were made . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ComCashew Participate in ACA MIS Training 

Workshop  

In May 2016, three (3) M&E staff from ComCashew 

participated in Cashew Processing & Market 

Information System Workshop at Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire 

from the 17th-20th May. The workshop was organized 

at the Ibis Hotel, and facilitated by ACA with funding 

support from the USAID West Africa Trade & 

Investement Hub (WATH) . 

At the end of the workshop, participants acquired 

some knowledge and skills in the use of a web-based 

MIS software programme that ACA was in the process 

of development to address the weak data and 

information levels within the African cashew sector. 

The workshop also provided insight into some of the 

work by ACA.  
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ComCashew staff express appreciation to ACA/USAID/

WATH for invitation to participate in the workshop. 

 

Author: Maria Schmidt, Advisor, Sector Organisation 

 

 

 

ComCashew Website 

 

By-product processing study 

Cashew Apples Juice Processing  

Cashew Nut Processing Equipment Study 

Cashew Processing Equipment Study 

Cashew Processing in Africa 

Étude de l'équipement transformation  

Etude sur les équipements de transformation du cajou 

Factsheet By-product study 

Factsheet Critère de sélection 

Factsheet Processing equipment study 

Gender Survey Processing 

La transformation d'anacarde africain 

Outcome Sheet, Benin Formation Chefs d'usines 

Technical Manual - Cashew Apple Juice Processing 

Technical Manual - Cashew Apply Candy Processing 

Technical Manual - Cashew Preserve Processing 

Technical Manual - Cashew Pulp Processing  

 

 News 

 
Ouverture à Abidjan de la troisième session de 
formation des maîtres formateurs 

Cashew Policies and Review of Harvest Season 

Olam recognized at #23 in Fortune ‘Çhange the 
world’ list 

ComCashew at the COP21 in Paris  

ComCashew becomes a member of the INC, the 
International Nut and Dried Fruit Council Foundation  

ComCashew takes part in Earth Seed Natural Expo 

ComCashew training material on FAO platform 

ComCashew urges African governments to support 

Cashew sector 

ComCashew wins OECD-DAC Prize 

Advice from this year's OECD prizewinners 

Beyond the farm 

Cashew exporters want export ban reviewed! 

"Cashew has enriched my life" ... Harison Hamidu 

Ghana’s cashew potential estimated at $56 million 
annually 

INRAB Publishes successes In Improved Planting 
Material Development 

International Women’s Day 2016: Pledge for Parity 

New directive on exportation of cashew nut from 
Ghana 

 

Cashew Pin board 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org
http://comcashew.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=39&cid=3
https://www.linkedin.com/learning/paths/become-a-small-business-owner
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/imglib/downloads/Manual%20Cajuina%20CBT%20Tanzania%20ING%28Revisado%2021%2001%2013%29.pdf
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/imglib/downloads/ACi_Summary_Equipment_Study.pdf
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/imglib/downloads/130114_ACi%20Proc%20Equip%20Study%20factsheet_updated_redesigned.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7ow1D9GpSA
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/equipment_study_ab_aci_-french-edited_va_ma.pdfC:/Users/ACIIntern/Documents/1st%20Edition
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/imglib/downloads/equipment_study_ab_aci_-french-edited_va_ma.pdf
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/Byproduct_Study_Factsheet.pdf
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/120912_critere%20de%20selection_FINAL_updated.pdfC:/Users/ACIIntern/Documents/1st%20Edition
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/130114_ACi%20Proc%20Equip%20Study%20factsheet_updated_redesigned.pdf
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/report_gender_survey_processing.pdfC:/Users/ACIIntern/Documents/1st%20Edition
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alZhvywXh60&list=UU8VSV3OI5nLH9sCEg295R5w
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/30092011-BENIN_Outcome%20sheet%20FR_%20formation%20chefs%20d%20usines.pdfC:/Users/ACIIntern/Documents/1st%20Edition
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/Manual%20Cajuina%20CBT%20Tanzania%20ING(Revisado%2021%2001%2013).pdf
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/Manual%20Cashew%20Apple%20Candy%20-%20(Rapadura)%20CBT%20Tanzania%20ING%20(Revisado%20em%2021%2001%2013).pdf
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/Manual%20Doce%20de%20Caju%20ING(Revisado%20em%2021%2001%2013).pdf
http://comcashew.org/imglib/downloads/Manual%20Cashew%20Apple%20Pulp%20Polpa%20CBT%20Tanzania%20ING(Revisado%20em%2021%2001%2013).pdf
http://comcashew.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://comcashew.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://comcashew.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://comcashew.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://olamgroup.com/news/olam-international-recognised-23-fortune-change-world-list/
http://olamgroup.com/news/olam-international-recognised-23-fortune-change-world-list/
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org/index.php?lang=eng&page=3
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YouTube 

 
African cashew processing 

Cashew Nut Processing - Peace Corps Ghana 

IDH 3S - Le Système d’Approvisionnement Durable (Français) 

IDH: 3S (Sustainable Supply System) 

La transformation d'anacarde africain 

L'initiative du cajou compétitif  (ComCashew) - Bande 

annonce 

Master Training Program 2013/14 and 2015 

Programme de formation de Maîtres Formateurs pour 

promouvoir la chaîne de valeur de cajou africain 

Trailer - Competitive Cashew initiative (ComCashew ) 

 

 

International Events 

SIETTA 2016 

17th- 19th November, 2016; Côte d’Ivoire 

 
World Cashew Convention 

9th—11 February, 2017; Singapore 

Gulf Food  

26th February—02March ,  2017; Dubai, UAE  

 

Kaju India 2017  

17 - 18 May, 2017 , Chennai, India  

INC XXXVI, World Nut and Dried Fruit Congress 

19 - 21 May, 2017 , Chennai, India 

 

ComCashew Events  

Learning & Innovation Event for Master Trainers and 

Matching Fund Partners 

24th- 28th October, 2016;  

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 

 

Field Visit with ComCashew Board Members 

13th – 15th November 2016 

 Yamoussoukro and Bouake, Côte d’Ivoire 

 

Cashew nuts are considered nutritious and delicious 
and make great snacks. Cashew apples though not as 
popular as the nuts, are also delicious and contain high 
levels of vitamin C.  

These nutrients packed nuts as well as the apple can 
be integrated into everyday dishes and recipes. Below 
are three cashew recipes (starter, Main course and 
desert) that come together to form a full course 
cashew meal. Bon appetite! 

Starter: Cashew Apple Brochette  

Events & Meetings: 

Delicious & Nutritious 

Cashew-Apple Brochette  

Photo: ComCashew 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/AfricanCashewIn/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7ow1D9GpSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ky8omUFpxVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gER2dbCciAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MKBd9Lqe0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alZhvywXh60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2RzMsVcNK7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2RzMsVcNK7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llnhHcDbq9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lwkzrqwSX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lwkzrqwSX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdDcbcLyfdw
https://sietta.ci/?lang=en&v=6848ae6f8e78
http://www.cashewconvention.com/
http://www.gulfood.com/
http://www.nutfruit.org/
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Cashew-Apple Brochette  

Ingredients for 18 – 20 servings 

 6 - 8 cashew apples  

 2 onions diced  

 2 green peppers  

 garlic cloves ground  

 2 tablespoons of cooking oil  

 1 beef stock Maggie cube or equivalent  

 1 teaspoonful dry chili powder  

 1 teaspoonful black pepper powder  

 Salt to taste  

 50g mustard  

Method 

 Peel and cut the cashew apples into large 
cubic pieces  

 Dip in boiled water for 2 minutes, drain and 
allow to cool  

 Prepare marinade using garlic, beef stock, 
seasoning pepper, salt and mustard  

 Add the cashew apples to the marinade  

 Put the cashew apple pieces on a barbeque 
stick with the onion and green pepper pieces. 
Grill on medium heat  

 Add more marinade to the apples whilst 
turning them on the heat  

Serving tip: Serve with salad, lemon-rice or curry-rice . 

 

Main Meal: African Chicken a la Puppet 
with Attieke  

 

African Chicken à la Puppet with Attiéké  

 Ingredients for 4 servings 

 1 can coconut milk (light)  

 2 chicken breasts (Butterflied)  

 2 bunch green onion  

 2 dozen cashews  

 Chicken spice (salt free)  

 Salt/pepper  

 Attiéké  

 

Method 

 Put chopped fine green onion into a large pan 
(no heat yet) with a can of coconut milk, 
cashews and a few pinches of salt and pepper 
– mix with already cooked attiéké  

 Turn heat high and stir until milk is evaporated 
to desired thickness  

 After butterflying the chicken for thinner 
strips, cover chicken with oil  

 Sprinkle spice on each chicken portion and add 
a pinch of pepper  

 Grill or fry chicken portions over high heat for 
2- 3 minutes. (Depending on thickness of 
course)  

 Remove and let chicken sit on large plate  

 Cut chicken into bite size pieces and spread 
evenly over the plate  

 Cover the entire chicken with the cooked 
Attiéké from the still warm pan  

Serving tip: Attiéké is an Ivoirian specialty that is made 

from cassava. African Chicken à la Puppet can also be 

served with rice dishes such as fried rice and also with 

vegetable stir fry.  

 

 

 

 African Chicken à la Puppet with Attiéké  

Photo: ComCashew 

http://www.cashew@giz.de
http://www.africancashewinitiative.org
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Cashew Pancake  

Photo: ComCashew 

Dessert: Cashew Pancakes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cashew Pancakes  

 

 Ingredients for 10 servings 

 1 ¼ cups of cashew flour  

 1 teaspoonful baking powder  

 ½ teaspoonful ground cinnamon  

 ¼ teaspoonful salt  

 2 large eggs  

 ½ cup milk  

 1 tablespoonful cooking oil  

 2 tablespoonful maple syrup  

 1 teaspoonful vanilla extract  

 

Method 

 Combine cashew flour, baking powder, 
cinnamon and salt in a mixing bowl  

 Use a whisk/ fork to mix well until all clumps 
are gone  

 In another bowl, combine eggs, milk, oil and 
vanilla  

 Whisk until well combined  

 Add all wet ingredients to the dry ingredients 
and mix well  

 Grease frying pan with enough oil  

 Scoop pancake batter into hot oil and 
shallow fry until golden brown on both 
sides  

 Serve hot with butter or maple syrup  

Serving tip: Serve with caramelized cashews and 

any kind of fruit on the side  

 

 

Editor in chief: 

Sylvia Pobee,  ComCashew Communications 

Officer 

sylvia.pobee@giz.de    

www.comcashew.org  

 

The eighth edition will be published in December 

2016. If you are interested in contributing or 

would like to send your comments, please send a 

mail to     sylvia.pobee@giz.de  
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